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Dentinogenesis Imperfecta Type II (DI II) is hereditary dentin defect 
characterized by discoloration and early loss of tooth structure. The 
incidence of DI II is 1 in 6,000-8,000. In the past, patients with DI II were 
only treated in adulthood. In adulthood, the entire dentition was 
extracted leaving them edentulous and dentures were fabricated. It is 
now recognized that these patients should be treated earlier in life and 
by other preventative and restorative means. The most recent literature 
suggest that treatment should begin as early as possible and 
preventative strategies should be used to prevent loss of tooth 
structure, leading to better prosthetic outcome in adulthood. While a 
general dentist may only encounter a few cases of DI II in their careers, 
early diagnosis and early treatment is crucial to helping these patients 
maintain their dentition.  
To promote early diagnosis and treatment of DI II to dentist in Atlantic 
Canada, a brochure was created to be circulated at the Table Clinic 
presentations which serves as a guide to diagnosing and treating DI II. 
This brochure includes characteristics of DI II, differential diagnoses, 
how to make a diagnosis, when to refer, treatment options, and 
information about the cleft palate and craniofacial program in Nova 
Scotia.  
In addition, a literature review which analyzed treatment options for DI 
II in the primary dentition was conducted. It was found that there are 
various successful restorative treatments to treat DI II. Since DI II 
presents differently among patients, treatment should be selected on a 
case-by-case basis. The techniques and materials used to treat DI II 
should be selected based off of severity of tooth wear, patient age, and 
patient compliance. Regardless of the treatment provided, early 
diagnosis and treatment leads to tooth structure conservation and 
better prognosis of the dentition.  

 
 
 

 




